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Part 1 - Introduction 

The commencement of the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced a new 
statutory obligation for all Planning Authorities to establish a register of vacant sites and to 
make provision for a vacant site levy. The purpose of the levy is to bring vacant and 
underutilised sites and buildings in urban areas into beneficial use for housing and 
regeneration purposes.  
 
The Act requires that development plans be reviewed to incorporate a mandatory objective 
to support urban regeneration, accordingly the proposed variation to the Limerick County 
Development Plan 2010 – 2016 is to incorporate the provisions of the Act into the Plan.    
 

How to read the proposed variation No. 5 to Limerick County Development Plan 2010 – 
2016 

The variation to the City and County Development Plans includes the following documents: 

1. Written statement indicating proposed variation 
2. Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Report 
3. Habitat Directive Assessment  

 

This document sets out the proposed variation to the City and County Development Plan. 
Amendments / Additions are shown as green and underlined text, for example green and 
underlined text. On adoption all green underlined text will revert to normal text.  

The SEA report and HDA reports are included as separate documents.  

As a consequence of the proposed amendment contained in the proposed variation there 
may be a small number of non material changes to the County Development Plan. Such non 
material changes, including changes to policy / objective numbers, are not shown below.  

Note: This variation document shows only the relevant section of the County Development 
Plan which it is proposed to change, not the entire plan. Therefore, it is advisable that this 
variation be read in conjunction with the current County Development Plan. 

Part 2 - Purpose and scope of variation  

The proposed variation will provide for the inclusion of the provision of the Urban 
Regeneration and Housing Act within the Core Strategy of each of the relevant development 
plans, with a specific policy for the development, redevelopment and reuse of vacant sites 
within the designated area.  

Active land management by means of the implementation of the vacant site levy provides a 
key opportunity to achieve additional housing, in accordance with the requirements of the 
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National Spatial Strategy, Regional Planning Guidelines and the Core Strategy set out in the 
County Development Plan.  

The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 sets out two broad categories of vacant land 
that the levy may apply to: 

- Lands zoned primarily for residential purposes – which is defined in Section 3 of  the 
Act as land included by a planning authority in its development plan or local area 
plan with the objective of zoning solely or primarily for residential purposes, and 
includes any structures on such land; 

- Lands in need of regeneration – also defined in Section 3 of the Act (as amended) as 
land identified by a planning authority in its development plan or local area plan with 
the objective of development and renewal of areas in need of regeneration and 
includes any structures on such land. (See text below 

The Act requires that the Planning Authority identify vacant sites and establish a vacant site 
register and introduces a vacant site levy which will generally be an annual charge of 3% of 
the market value of each site on the vacant site register, which will be maintained by the 
Planning Authority, this list shall be publicly available.     

Note: No changes are proposed to any land use zoning objective in the Limerick City 
Development Plan or the Limerick County Development Plan under the variation process.  

 
Part 3: Schedule of proposed variation 
 
The proposed policy to be included in the Development Plan as set out below.  
 
Limerick County Development Plan 2010 -2016  

To be included in Chapter 2 Core Strategy and will become Policy CP 11 – Page 2 -14  

Insertion of the following text: 

The Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 introduced a vacant site levy in order to 
incentivise the development of vacant sites in urban areas for housing and regeneration 
purposes. The application of the levy is intended to bring underutilised and vacant sites and 
buildings in urban areas into beneficial use. 

It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council  to promote the appropriate development 
and renewal of urban sites and areas, identified having regard to the core strategy, that are 
in need of regeneration, in order to ensure there is no -  

(i) adverse effects on existing amenities and facilities in such areas, in particular as a result 
of the ruinous or neglected condition of any land,  

(ii) urban blight and decay,  



3 
 

(iii) anti-social behaviour, or  

(iv) shortage of habitable houses or of land suitable for residential use or a mixture of 
residential and other uses. 

This shall apply to the zoned lands in the County Development Plan and the Local Area Plans  

Part 4: Making written submissions / observations 
 
The proposed variation, the Strategic Environmental Assessment Report and the Habitat 
Directive Assessment will be on public display from 25th February 2017 to 27th March 2017 
inclusive. 
 
Any submissions or observations with respect to the proposed variation to the Plan, the SEA 
document or HDA document made in writing, to the Economic Development and Strategic 
Planning Section, Limerick City and County Council, 7/8 Patrick’s Street, Limerick or emailed 
to forwardplanning@limerick.ie and received by close of business on the 27th March 2017 
will be taken into consideration before any decision to vary the County Development Plan is 
made. 
 


